'WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S 66TH SONNET

In the depths of the Belgrade night, between the 7th and 8th of May, along with the thundering detonations of nato
bombs and the loss of electrical power... by the light of a candle... T'm turning the pages of Shakespeare’s Sonnets... I'm
certain this book contains those fourteen lines of verse Wthh I was used to looking for and finding... in the direst moments of
my life... or... simply... the most disgusted. ¢

I also remember as I am turning the pages: not even these verses which I seek have ever neutrahzed or at least softened
to some extent the impenetrable elements of despair in which I have (from time to time) found myself defeated.

But... (exactly like the restless flame of tonight’s candle above my writing paper)... these verses of Shakespeare's have
given me at least a flickering illumination and have revealed a path to general consolation—somewhere far beyond me and my
troubled moments—in some timeless existence and in the power of the written word... above all... pure poetry..

Finally, my candle—which has largely consumed 1tself—has illuminated for me the long- sought—for sonnet of
~ Shakespeare’s, designated by the Roman numeral LXVL: ~

LXVI BT LXVI
Tired with all these, for restful death I cry: BaHI/I]eM 3a cMphy; jep Me cMopH jaji:
As,' to behold desert a beggar born, Lo . IlITo BUAMM NpaBy 3acIyKHOCT y Genu,
And needy nothing trimmed in jollity,z‘ - 'Y Genuy HUIITaBHOCT Yy packoliu caf,
And purest faith unhappily forsworn,’ : U nipeBapeny BepHOCT KaKo GIeNH,
And guilded honor shamefully mlsplaced o "M gacT ykazaHy HE[OCTOJHOM 1bE,
* And maiden virtue rudely strumpeted, - " TIpobnygHUYEHO JeBHYAHCTBO ‘HI/IBHO,
And right perfection wrongfully disgraced, ' . W ocpamoheHno caspineHo cse,
And strength by limping sway disabled,* Moh op HeMOhHHX HopyllieHy KUBHO,
And art made tongue-tied by authority,’ Brauthy yhyTkasor oHor KOjH 3Ha,
And folly (doctor-like®) controlling skill, , Jlypmoct mro uma HaJ[30p HaJl BEUITHHOM,
And simple truth miscalled simplicity,” : ‘ Ifo6po 3apo6beHO Uy CyK06H 371a
And captain good attending captain ill. M cBY HCKPEHOCT 3BaHy IJIYIIUM YHHOM:
Tired with all these, from these I would be gone, . ¥YMpo 6HX OfIMax CMOpEH Off THX 3aia
Save that, to die, I leave my love alone. e Kana mu jby6aB jom He 61 ocrana.

! As such as, for instance

needy . jollity i.e., the festnvely attired nobody who has nothmg

* unhappily forsworn evilly betrayed .
4 by . disabléd i.e., weakened by incompetent leadership

Sart.. . authority poss1bly an allusion to state censorship of hterature
® doctor-like i.e. owlishly

szmplwny stupidity

Even though I was completely alone in the apaftment I finally—Dby the expiring candle—I found my booming-
voiced conversation partner and like-minded companion... Shakespeare, my contemporary.. (as Jan Kott™ would say)...
‘ EIE 3
When dawn came, bearing with it the first,rays of natural light, I discovered in the same book—in the commentary—
one (coincidental) piece of information which struck me as worthy of note, to add to this, my nocturnal manuscript.
Le Gazette Parisian published in 1940, relates a story about the Third Relch where each line of this sonnet (LXVI) of
Shakespeare’s is linked to an event in Hitler’s Germany. '
‘In any case... the next day, one that the entlre world ought to have celebrated solemnly (but approprlately) commemorates
the Victory against... as memories of May 9, 1945™

~ Stevan Raickovic
Belgrade, May 7 and 8, 1999

Translation © 1999 by leo Yelesiyevich :

(Translator’s note: Mr. Stevan Raickovic (b. 1928) is Serbia's greatest living poet. Among his many works is a verse translatlon of Shakespeare 's Sonnets. A
brief biography and selection of Stevan Raickovic’s poems in translation: can be found in Serbian Poetry from the Beginnings to the Présent,. by Milne Holne-
and Vasa D. Mihailovich, Yale Russia and East European Publications, No. 11, New Haven, 1988, pgs. 310-317.)

* Jan Kott (b. 1914) Polish essayist and literary historian. A pungenf polemicist, he struggled against dogmatism, and exerted a great deal of influence as a
theatre critic and theorist of stagecraft. He achxeved worldwide fame with a study of Shakespeare s works, called Shakespeare Our: Contemporary (1961)
He emigrated to the U.S.in the 1960s.

™ May 9 is celebrated in Yugoslavia as the Day of Victory against Fascism, whlch marks the end of World War II.




